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ON OPEN SPACE...

"Without wilderness the world would become a cage
David Brower

"Our village life would stagnate if 1t were not for the un-
exploited forests and meadows which surround it. .We need the
tonic of willdness, to wade sometimes in marshes where the bittern

and the meadow-hen lurk..."
H.D. Thoreau

"Land, then, 1s not merely soil; it is a fountain of energy
flowing through a circuit of soils, plants and animals. Food
chains are the living channels which conduct energy upward; death
and decay return it to the soil...it is a sustained circult, a
siowly augmented reveolving fund of 1ife. Health is the capacity
of the land for self-renewal. Conservation is our effort to

undergtand and preserve this capacity”.
Aldo Leopold

Our lecal land trusts in New Haven, Branford, Guilford, and
Madison have preserved many acres for us - for recreation, edu-
cation, habitat preservation, scientific research, and to balance
economic development. Westwoods alone is an open space area of
over 1000 mcres, in both public and private ownership, and the
contiguous Stony Creek Quarry Pregerve, owned by the Town of Bran-
ford, adds amost 400 acres more. Thege and many other natural
places are avallable to us because of the generosity of those who
give land and the money to purchase land, the support of those
who belong to the Land Trusts, and the hard werk of those who
voluntesr thelir time and enersgy.

Virginia Corbiére, President
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NEW GALILERY at Greenwich Audubon Center

The newly opened Gallery at the Audubon Center in Greenwich

is now showing 1its first exhlibit,

"Images from Auduben”.

This show, featuring the work of ZLes Line, Editor of AUDUBON,

will be on display through the fall.

More than 40 large format color photographs by Line display

the essence of why AUDUBON has been called "the most beautiful

natural history magarine in the worlid™.

The Gallery, located in the Audubon Center in Greenwich, 613

Eiversville Road, 1s open from 9 AM to 5 PM dally except Mondays

and holiday weekends. For further

at (203) B69-5272,

information call the Center



THE DINOSAUR TREE

The Dawn Redwood Story

by Michael Pochan, Forester

The discovery of a new itree specle comes as an exhilararing bi
of euphoriz to a forester who hzs been exposed to the loss of his
e
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forest capital in the disapp argnce, Tthrough g blight, of the nobl
American Chestnut and the coming complete demise of the American
Elm. The zZlm is making its last stand with the heavy effusion of
pesticides and fungicides., Our ozks, maples and ashes show evidence
of continuing decline and these too may disappear - =z Totally blezk
tree prospect.

0

The newly discovered "Dawn Redwocd”, sclentifically letasequo
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glyptostireoboides, 1lsg not exactly & new tree, for its existence as
noted in fossil remains pre-date the age of Dinosaurs by some 100
I

.

million years. It was found generally distributed throughcut th
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inosaurs 100 million

C.L

northern hemisvhere until the passing of the
years ago, gilve or take a few 100 thousand years.

The following is an excerpt froh the Save-
bulletin "Redwoods of the Fast", which tells of the discove
tree in a remote section of central China. In 1G44 T. Wang, a fo-
rester employed by the Ministry of Agriculture, came upon an enor-
mous tree near the village of Mo-tzo-chi in the province of Szechuzn
in central China. Since he had never seen one like 11, he took
pack to Nanking specimens of its needles and cones.

"Dr. W.C. Cheng, Professor of Forestry at Nailonal Central Uni-
versity realized at once that these specimens represented a tree
rever before recorded before by botanists in the forests of Chinsa.
Consultation with Dr. H.H. Hu, direcitor of Fan ¥Memorial Institute
_of Peking, resulted in the amazing discovery that the folizsge and
cones of this tree were identical with the fossil specimens of Meta-
sequoia from Japan and Manchuria. Here wazs a fossil come to life

in the unexplored interior of Asla, az tree thought to have become
extinct 20 million years before, z member of a race whose history
is now known to extend back for a 100 miliion years into the past,

-

to the days when dinosaurs rcoamed over the earth. Never has ihere

been a2 more dramatic botanical discovery than the finding of the

living Dawn Redwood by forester Wang.,"
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An expedition to the Dawn Redwood area of China by the Save-the-
Redwood, headed by Ralph Chaney, not only studied the tree and its
assocliated species, but brought back seeds and cuttings that started
a planting program of this tree that extended from southeast Alasks
to the Zast Coast of the United States and on scross Europe. The
objective was to see how this new tree would fare in its old habitat
in the northern hemisphere. The Dawn Redwood seems to be doing well
in all geographic locations in which it was planted., There are se-
veral trees that have been planted in the shoreline area which have
been doling extremely well. One planted on Dr. Porter's Whitfield
Street property in Guilford in 1955 is over 30 inches in diameter gt
43 feet from ground level and is over 65 feet in height., There is
also one planted a few years ago on a property south of Route 1 in
the western part of Madison that is over 2 feet in dismeter and over

50 feet high, Last year, this writer gaw the firsgt trees planted in

1949 in the Weilse Gardens of Philadelphia, that are the nearest thing

to z Redwood grove in the eastern part of the United States. These
trees are between 3 and 4 feet in diameter and tower up over 30 feet

in height.
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ne Dawn Redwood belongs T

it has seemed to be immune from
fget, it was even by-passed by
he past two decades. Its growth habit is
emlock. When grown in the open without
nical shape; however, In a competitive

grow stralght like a candlestick, uging

p its crown near the top of the forest

o the coniferous tree group,
nabit of losing its needles, much like
ezs, Here is g tree worth considering for

which ie its ability %o provide shade in the

ailow the sun to filter through its bare branches in
ter itz needleg fall.
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CBIRDING  and FIELD  TRIP notes. ... .

John Gaskell

fousg lsit Guilford for Jamalca

O
¢ in Hew York. The day was clear, sunny and warm,

Bay Wildiife Refug

perfect for a birding expeditlon in the Blg Apple. The refuge is
gsituated on an island in the middle of Jemmasica Bay, directly in the
flight path of Jets leaving Kermedy Alrport. We watched three Con-
cordes depart in the time we were there.

The norih garden is an area of woods that have been planted to

draw a wide varietly of migrant landbirds. We were treated to the
spectacle of hundreds of warblers flitting through the brush. The
species we could 1 included Hedstart, Yellow-rumped, Cape May,
Yellowthroat, Black and White, and Parula. Cthers we lumped in the

category of
The west pond, which we circumnavigated on a wide path, proved to

be most productive. A gummary list includes Tive species of duck

iv

including Ruddy and Blue-winged Tesgl, four species of gull, squadrons
"
da

Black Skimmers, Pectoral Sandpipers, Kingfisher, Kesitrel, Gallinules

sh included Snowy and Common IEgrets and several

o
Pled-billed &rebes and Black-crownsed Night Herons.
Waders on the mar

4

Glo Ssy Itis. Our most unusual sighiings were a palr of Clapper Raills
th across a marsh diteoh, and a Great

Black-backed Gull that slew a Gadwzall duck and began to devour 1t as
idenn Plover mixed in with

vond vielded Willets on
arrow sharing a fence and
the pond edge among the reed
nothing new, though we added to
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Birding on the loczal scene has been falrly productive during

September and October.

At Hammonasset, Willard's Island has been turning up a good
variety of warblers, Tinches and other lznd birds. A partial list
includes Erown Thrasher, Towhee, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Yellow-rumped
and Pine warblers, Phoebes {50+), and even a flock of five Black-
crowned Night Herons. Offshore, loock for both cormorant species,
gscoters, and loons. Hawks can often be seen over the marshes,
especially Kesirel and Marsh Hawk. On Sunday, Cctober 2, birders
spotied five Merlins, larger cousinsg of the Kesirel.

Wading birds have included Great Blue Heron and Srnowy Zgret. At
the pond near the watler tower a family of seven swans have taken up
residence. A small Tlock of Canads Geese 1s calling the pond home,
as well as ducks, Coots, the occasional Grebe and two Common Gallinules,
one adult and one young. This last bird is the most unusual species
present.

Another good birding area is Lighthouse Point, New Haven, where

you can watch migrating hawks and ask guestions of the New Haven

1

Whnen
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Bird Club members who man the gtation every day of the week.

you rneed to relieve the crick in your neck, take a walk along the
grassy edges of the parking lot ard into the woeds., A good number
of land birds are found here and often an ornithologist will be
netting and banding the migrants, which offers z good opportunity

to see those hard to find species in the hand.
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Guilford High School AUDUBON CLUB News. _ ..

i
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Andrew Sinder, Recording Sec'y
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MAJOR WATERCOLOR EXHIBITION

There will be a rare exhibition of the watercolors of the
famed artist Robert Verity Clem at the New Britain Museum of
American Art from Sunday November 13 through December 31.

Clem, who 1s best known for hls spectacular portrayals of
shorebirds which appeared in "The Shorebirds of North America"
edited by Gardner D. Stout (Viking Press, 1967), now considered
a classic, has in recent years turned his attention to land-
scapes with birds appearing "more naturally” - as one is ac-
customed to seeing them in nature.

Working in a small studio near his home in Chatham, Massa-
chusetts, Clem's meticulous watercolor depictions of the birds
he has studied over a lifetime around Cape Cod are sought after
by serious collectors throughout the country, some of whom are,
themselves, renowned painters of birds.

Shunning publicity and rarely exhibiiing outside museums,
Clem's work has become difficult to track down. Since he has
allowed no reproduction of his work for more than two decades,
and since the originals are in the hands of private collectors,
it is only at rare exhibitions such as this that one’'s yearnings
for these visual feasts can be satisfied. Birders and art lovers

from this area will do well not to miss fthis onet
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